


buildings that use metal in innovative ways. The H&R Block Artspace 
created lots of buzz with the “2004 Kansas City Flatfile” exhibit, 
featuring work by emerging and established local artists. Our fund-raising
event, Masquerade 2004: Mythopolis, was a fabulous evening featuring 
exceptional costumes made by current students. The academic year closed
with our commencement ceremony, with speaker Richard Armstrong,
director of the Carnegie Museum of Art, and the conferring of honorary
degrees on him and noted designers Kathy and Michael McCoy.

I’m also pleased to introduce our new director of alumni relations, Suzanne
Nelson, who began in March. Suzanne brings a new energy and enthusi-
asm to the alumni program and plans to expand the benefits and services
we provide to alumni. She wants to help all alumni stay connected, both
personally and professionally, to the KCAI community. I encourage all of
you to take this opportunity to get more involved with alumni in your part
of the world.

Thanks again for your support of the Kansas City Art Institute this year,
and best wishes for a happy and safe summer! 

I’m pleased to introduce myself as the new director 
of alumni relations. I joined the KCAI staff in March
2004. I am happy to be a part of this great institution,
and I look forward to getting to know all of you.

My path to the Kansas City Art Institute was a long
and winding one. I grew up in Fort Wayne, Ind., and
graduated from the Eastman School of Music in
Rochester, N.Y., majoring in oboe performance. I
moved to Kansas City in 1999 when my husband, Ted,
was appointed associate principal cellist of the Kansas
City Symphony. While I studied music, I decided to
make a career in arts administration. I have worked for
a number of arts and educational organizations, most
recently as director of development for Kansas City
Young Audiences. 

My college experience at Eastman was one of the
things that attracted me to KCAI. I wanted the 
opportunity to once again be part of a small, highly
selective arts institution with creative and talented 
people. It is so much fun to work on an arts campus,
especially in the spring when outdoor pieces start
appearing everywhere you look.

I will be traveling to alumni receptions across the
country, and I hope to meet as many alumni as 
possible. My plans for the alumni program include
greater communication with alumni, reworking the
alumni section of the KCAI Web site and planning
new alumni events locally and nationally. I welcome
your comments and suggestions and can be reached 
at alumni@kcai.edu or toll-free at 888-561-2586.
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Message from the President, continued

On March 27, Crown Center Exhibit Hall transformed
into Mythopolis, this year’s Masquerade. More than
400 guests enjoyed custom cocktails while strolling
through Potter’s Court, where mythologically themed
ceramic bowls were sold, and dined on a feast fit for
gods and goddesses as they gathered at the tables sur-
rounding the runway. The benefit raised $248,000 for
student scholarships. 

The highlight of the evening was the performance 
produced by Brenda Kopmeyer-Kaspar, an adjunct
member of the fiber faculty, featuring KCAI students
in elaborate garb depicting creatures and characters
inspired by Greek mythology and the Zodiac. The 
students took to the runway in costumes, with 
accompanying music, to showcase the creations they 

made during a three-week workshop in January. In 
addition, members of the Kansas City Ballet
wowed guests with a short performance. 

The bowls sold at Potter’s
Court were among more
than 200 that were created
during a three-week ceramics
workshop, led by Jane
Shellenbarger of the KCAI
ceramics faculty. Major
sponsors of the event
received bowls as an 
appreciation gift. 

Charlie Sosland, chairman 
of KCAI’s board of trustees,
and his wife, Jeanne, were
honorary chairs, and Mark
and Pam Woodard served as
chairs of the event. 
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The college is strengthening the School of Design through 
recent faculty hires, including most recently Doug Hudson, 
an animation instructor from California. Design students now 
will be able to pursue one of two core tracks: graphic design 
or animation/illustration. In the future, the School of Design
hopes to expand its 3-D design offering and to extend the range
of design-related areas of specialization. President Kathleen
Collins said additional faculty will be added to further support
these initiatives.

Animation Program Getting New Emphasis



In each issue of Alumni News, we will give special recognition to distinguished alumni who
have had significant achievements in recent months.

Rachel Hayes’ (‘99fiber) name seems to be popping up everywhere these days. She is one of six
artists chosen to participate in Kansas City’s 2004 Avenue of the Arts exhibition, sponsored by
CDFM2. Her Avenue of the Arts proposal involves draping the large exterior walkway that 
connects Bartle Hall to Municipal Auditorium near the intersection of 14th and Central Avenue
monumental, multicolored fabric installation. It will be on display from June to September.

Rachel uses manufactured transparent fabrics and translucent plastic vinyls, which she layers 
to create new colors and geometric abstractions. Rachel sees the fabrics and vinyls as “not only
objects with boundless properties for manipulation, but also signifiers of gender, fashion, deco-
ration, gesture, etc.” Her work has been shown in solo exhibitions at the Roswell Museum and
Art Center in New Mexico and Joseph Nease Gallery in Kansas City; in group exhibitions in
Kansas City area galleries including the Johnson County Community College Gallery of Art,
H&R Block Artspace, Shaw Hofstra and others; and in window installations at Dolphin 

Gallery in Kansas City. A
solo exhibition is planned
for January 2005 at Studio
Aiello in Denver.

Rachel also was recently
honored with a 2004
Charlotte Street Award for
her work. The award came
with a prize of $8,500. The
annual exhibit of new work
by the winning artists will
be in November at the
Grand Arts gallery in
Kansas City. In addition,
Rachel and her husband,
Eric Sall (’99 painting), were both awarded 12-month residencies at the 2003 Roswell Artist-in-
Residence Program, co-directed by Stephen Fleming and Nancy Johns Fleming (’89 painting). Rachel
and Eric plan to enroll in the M.F.A. program at Virginia Commonwealth University in the fall.

For Rachel, the Kansas City Art Institute has truly been a family affair. She and her husband
are both alumni, as is her brother, Garrett Hayes (’02 ceramics). Eric’s sister, Emily Sall, is a 
current student majoring in painting.

Fe
at

ur
ed

 A
lu

m
ni

What can we say about Wilbur Niewald (’53 painting)
that hasn’t already been said? He is an extraordinary
painter and a distinguished teacher whose influence 
at KCAI over his 43-year teaching career cannot be
overstated. He has received praise and accolades far
beyond anything we could capture here. Yet a special
occasion warrants another look at the incredible career of
this gifted artist: an exhibition at The Albrecht-Kemper
Museum of Art in St. Joseph, Mo., entitled “Wilbur
Niewald: A Retrospective, 1951-2004.” This exhibition
will show at The Albrecht-Kemper April 18-June 13
and move to two other museums later in the year. (See
upcoming shows and alumni events.) 

As a child growing up in Kansas City, Wilbur Niewald
attended youth classes at KCAI. In 1942, he received a 

scholarship award and began his undergraduate studies at KCAI. After a three-year hiatus, dur-
ing which he served as a Navy pilot in World War II, Wilbur returned to finish his B.F.A.,
studying with some of the era’s most distinguished artists, including Wallace Rosenbauer,
Mildred Hammond, Ross Braught, Frederick James and Vincent Campanella.

Shortly after graduation, Wilbur was invited to teach a class in watercolor. Thus began an affil-
iation with KCAI that has spanned many decades. In 1953, he completed his M.F.A. Six years
later, he became chairman of the painting department, a title he held for 26 years. Wilbur was
awarded the title of senior professor of painting at KCAI in 1985, a position he held until his
retirement in 1992. He is one of the region’s best known artists, and his work is in the collec-
tions of numerous museums, including the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York.

Fellow painter and teacher Deborah Rosenthal of Rider College shared her comments about
this latest retrospective exhibition of Wilbur’s work. As published in an Albrecht-Kemper
Museum of Art brochure, she said, “Looking at the selection of pictures from life included in
this retrospective, one is struck by Niewald’s faithfulness not only to his procedure but also
(through that procedure) to those objects, people and places that have moved him to try to
perceive and transform them on canvas. His commitment to working from life, which he has
passed on to generations of his students, situates him within the long and deep history of
French painting. His passionate belief in responding directly to the world around him keeps
him in the studio and outdoors, struggling to see more clearly what he has seen so often.” 

Ex
hi

bi
t

Ce
leb

ra
te

s
Lif

et
im

e 
of

 A
rt

Photo by Nancy Johns Fleming

Photo by Pam Gradinger





and audio installation concerning relationships
in sound and sight from the fields of art and
space physics. The exhibition was presented by
Arts Iowa City, April 16-May 16. Nancy is a
lecturer in art education at Cornell College. 

Lynn Smiser Bowers’ (’75 ceramics) show,
“Gourmet Clay: Objects for the Home and
Table,” opened March 5 at the AKAR Gallery
in Iowa City. The gallery has a Web site that
allows you to view the show:
http://www.akardesign.com.

Laura Foster Nicholson (’76 fiber) was recently
featured in the February/March 2004 issue of
Home Companion Magazine in a beautiful
five-page spread entitled “A Pattern for
Success.” Laura has a line of woven ribbons
she designs and produces, and the full line
has been acquired by both the Smithsonian’s
Cooper Hewitt National Design Museum and
the Minneapolis Institute of Arts.

Jeff Pike (’76 design) is dean of the School 

of Art at Washington University, St. Louis.
He was recently profiled in the Record,
Washington University’s newspaper.

Mark Osterman’s (’77 design) exhibit,
“Confidence Exposed,” opened Feb. 5 at the
Howard Greenberg Gallery in New York. The
series of self portraits was based on a medicine

show he performed for many years. Mark 
currently serves as photographic process 
historian for the Advanced Residency
Program for Photograph Conservation at

George Eastman House, International
Museum of Photography and Film in
Rochester, N.Y. Mark reports: “Visit
www.collodion.org for more information
about our work. We were largely responsible
for much of the recent interest in using 19th
century photographic processes for fine art
photography. See the October 2003 issue of
Art Business News for an article on the new
use of old processes and more of my work.”

Sara (Golding) Scher (’79 design) is a board
member of Graphics Studio and Florida
Craftsmen. She also serves on the art selection
committee for the Contemporary Art
Museum at University of Southern Florida.
She is currently working in fabric, paint 
collage, pastels, found objects, acrylic and
polymer clay. Her work was featured 
Feb. 20-March 26 at the Blue Ibis Art 
Gallery at Frame Crafters Inc. in Ruskin, Fla.

1980s
Lisa Tully Dibble (’80 ceramics) collaborated 

with Jennifer Walker on a major renovation
project at Kansas City’s Argosy Casino.

Ke-Sook Lee (’82 painting) exhibited her work
in the Florence (Italy) Biennale in December
2003 and won first prize in the new
media/digital art category. Her work also was
featured in the “2004 Kansas City Flatfile”
exhibit at the H&R Block Artspace, and she
was a Charlotte Street Foundation Award
recipient in 1999. 

Tapestries by Frank Connet (’83 design) were
shown March 26-April 24, in the “Memories of
Tomorrow” exhibit at FLATFILEcontemporary
in Chicago.

Jennifer Walker (’83 sculpture) created a large,
hand-painted exterior tile wall and many
architectural ornaments as part of a major ren-
ovation project at Kansas City’s Argosy
Casino. Several other alumni collaborated
with her on the project (see class notes 2000s).

Jennifer also has worked on restoration projects
at the Muehlebach Hotel and the Uptown
Theater in recent years, both in Kansas City.

Christopher Leitch’s (’84 fiber) work was shown
Feb. 15-April 4 in an exhibition entitled
“True Stories” at the Johnson County
Community College Gallery of Art. His series
“O Noble One” is comprised of 56 drawings
based on his dreams about his mother, who
passed away in 2001. This work was featured
in an article in The Kansas City Star, in which
Christopher was described as “the renaissance
man of the art world … a prolific and 
commanding visual artist.”

Painting and glass works by Maria Creyts 
(’87 painting) and her sister, Katrina, were 

exhibited Feb. 12-April 25 at Institute of the
Arts On Exhibit at the Canal Street Pub and
Restaurant in Reading, Pa.

The Joseph Nease Gallery in Kansas City held
a solo exhibition of recent works by Marcie
Miller Gross (’88 fiber) in November and
December 2003.

Michal Sparks (’88 fiber) was a 2003 
LOUIE Award finalist in the industry’s 16th
Annual International Greeting Card Awards 
competition. In 1992, Michal formed her own
company, Indigo Gate Inc., a family of artists
and writers that are licensed individually in 
various categories and work together on various
projects for a collaboration of styles. Since 1996,
she has been licensing under her own name,
designing such products as book covers, 
illustrations, note cards and door mats. Michal
spoke to KCAI students on April 15 as part of
the professional practice program.

Linda Lighton (’89 sculpture) recently partnered
with the Kansas City Artists Coalition to form
the Lighton International Artists Exchange
Program. This program will emphasize greater
dialogue between artists within America and
those from other countries. The program will
consider applications from “dedicated artists
whose career is of a level to benefit from this
exchange with international peers” and may
accept two to four individuals per year. Last
summer, Linda sponsored a trip to Hungary
with a group of artists including KCAI Chair
of Ceramics Cary Esser (’78 ceramics), artist
Lynn Smiser Bowers (’75 ceramics) and Janet
Simpson of KCAC. As the featured alumni
speaker, Linda addressed graduating seniors at
the annual senior breakfast on May 14.

1990s
Kelly McLane (’91 painting) had work exhibited
recently at the Art Basel Miami Beach art 
fair and is represented by CRG Gallery in
Chelsea. Her first solo museum exhibition,
“Kelly McLane: My Blue-Green Algae,” will
be on view at the Cleveland Museum of Art,
May 2-Aug. 22. In 2003, Kelly had a solo
exhibition at Angles Gallery in Santa Monica,
Calif., entitled “I Dream of Vegas.” She also
was featured in an exhibition at the Phoenix
Museum of Art entitled “Bigger Than Us:
Russell Crotty and Kelly McLane.”

Micki Watanabe (’91 sculpture) was featured in
the inaugural show of B57 Contemporary Art in
the Brooklyn Navy Yard. The group exhibition,
“either orBits,” showed artists working in more
than one mode or concern and on the multiple
orbits of the creative process.

Don Bernier (’92 photo/video) premiered his
new documentary, “In a Nutshell: A Portrait of
Elizabeth Tashjian,” on April 23 at Connecticut
College. It screened in conjunction with the
Lyman-Allyn Art Museum’s retrospective of
Tashjian’s visual and performance work.

John Ferry (’92 illustration) had a solo 
exhibition entitled “Construction” at the C.

“Primary
Instrument”, 2003,
by Mark Osterman,
courtesy of Howard

Greenberg Gallery

Maria Creyts



Grimaldis Gallery in Baltimore. The exhibit
was reviewed in the Oct. 22-28, 2003 issue 
of Baltimore City Paper. He currently serves as
illustration studio manager at Hallmark
Cardsand teaches part-time at KCAI. John will
be featured in “New American Paintings,” vol.
53. His work is featured in two traveling group
exhibitions: “Conversations,” sponsored by the
Maryland Institute College of Art, and “Shades
of Greatness,” sponsored by the Negro Leagues
Baseball Museum in Kansas City.

William Jones (’92 design) is a visiting
researcher at the Center for Black Studies at
the University of California-Santa Barbara.
On Jan. 13, William delivered a lecture enti-
tled, “Travel, Traditions, and New
Technology: Visions of Africa through New
Media,” as part of the new race and technolo

gy initiative called "Presenting the Future.”
He plans to develop a multimedia- and digi-
tal-arts-based project documenting “Carnival
2003” in both Rio de Janeiro and Salvador in
Bahia, Brazil. 

Jessa Huebing (’93 painting) and her husband,
James Reitinger, who live in Kansas City, have
created Project InSECT. Jessa specializes in
painting larger-than-life, microscopically 
correct images of insects. This spring, her
Project InSECT has been a feature attraction
at the entrance to the Kansas City Zoo. This
summer, Project InSECT moves to Powell
Gardens, a huge botanical garden just east of
Kansas City. Previously she had set up shop 
at Union Station, where Project InSECT 
was seen by an estimated 150,000 children
and adults. In January 2005, Jessa will take
Project InSECT to Chicago for a six-month
engagement at the prestigious Field Museum. 

Leo Esquivel’s (’95 printmaking) sculptures
were featured in the Charlotte Street
Foundation Award Exhibition at the H&R
Block Artspace, Nov. 14-Dec. 19, 2003.

Tim Hutchings (’96 photo/video) has had a
number of solo and group exhibitions in
2003-04 and has appeared in recent issues 
of Chicago Reader, Artforum and the Village
Voice. He is represented by the I-20 Gallery 
in New York City, and he teaches at the
Skowhegan School of Painting and Sculpture. 

Joseph Lorusso (’96 illustration) was featured in
an article in the February 2004 issue of Kansas
City Magazine. Joseph worked as an artist for
Hallmark in their greeting card division 
from 1988-99. His studio is in the Livestock
Exchange building in the West Bottoms area
of Kansas City.

Thomas J. Tucker (’96 painting) is an associate
professor of graphic arts at Zayed University,
Abu Dahbi UAE. 

Christy Georg (’97 sculpture) was honored as
the outgoing Berwick Artist in Research at a
reception Dec. 18, 2003, at the Berwick
Research Institute in Roxbury, Mass. Christy
began her term as the Berwick Research
Institute's eighth Artist in Research in
October 2003. During her 10-week stay, 
she examined the occurrence of the elusive 
“present” moment and built tools and 
devices with which to perform perceptual
experiments.

In February, Aili Schmeltz (’97 printmaking)
was featured in a two-person exhibition at
Haze Gallery in Portland, Ore., entitled
“Nowadays: New Sculpture and Paintings.”

The Byron C. Cohen Gallery for
Contemporary Art in kansas cityshowed a
two-person exhibition of Peregrine Honig (’98
printmaking) and Judy Pfaff, Jan. 9-Feb. 28.

Holly Fisher (’96 painting), Michael Schliefke
(’97 painting), and Meg (Fleming) Renwick (’98
painting) were recently featured in an exhibition
of Austin painters entitled “While We’re Young”
at Blue Genie Art Industries, Austin, Texas.

Holly Stewart (’99 fiber) is director of fiber
studies at The San Diego Art Department, a
neighborhood art school, gallery and work-
shop. She teaches classes in fabric dyeing,
painting and printing. 

Kristie (Drew) Alshaibi (’99 photo/new media)
recently returned from Baghdad, Iraq, where
she and her husband, Usama Alshaibi, have
been collaborating on an experimental docu-
mentary about his return with his father after
24 years in exile. A journal of the trip can be
found at http://iraqipassport.com. They con-
tinue to run Artvamp, LLC, an independent
video production and multimedia company
in Chicago. They also manage and present
the Z Film Festival, which just celebrated 
its fourth anniversary. Kristie created and
launched the 72-Hour Feature Project in 

2003, in which filmmakers worldwide com-
peted to finish feature length movies in three
days or less. The first showcase of these films
in June 2003 was sold out at the Gene Siskel
Film Center in Chicago. A feature interview
about Kristie and her alter ego performance
persona, Echo Transgression, appeared in the
English magazine Chaotic Order in January.

Aaron Phillips (’99 design) and his wife,
Andrea, moved back to the Midwest in
September 2002 from Florida. He is now
employed as art director at A.J. Phillips
Publishing Company Inc. and teaches Web
design and development at Morningside
College in Sioux City, Iowa.

2000s
“Explorations,” the thesis show of Ouida
Touchon (’00 painting), was shown at the
University of Missouri-Kansas City Art
Gallery in November 2003.

Randall de Elorrieta (’01 sculpture), Christian
Batteau (’02 sculpture), Alexi High (’02 ceramics),
Heidi Blackwood (’03 ceramics) and Lindsay
Bergquist (’03 ceramics) collaborated with
Jennifer Walker (’83 sculpture)on a major renova-
tion project at Kansas City’s Argosy Casino.

Kansas City artist Larry McAnany (’01 
painting) had a solo exhibition at Jan Weiner
Gallery entitled “Larry McAnany: How
Things Grow in Stormy Weather.” It was
reviewed in the Feb. 20 issue of The Kansas
City Star. He has also participated in exhibits
at the Late Show, MoMO Gallery and the
“2004 Kansas City Flatfile” exhibit at the
H&R Block Artspace.

Michelle Tobia (’02 ceramics) is enrolled in the
M.F.A. program at Ohio University.

Ryan Kelly (’02 ceramics), Andy Byers (’03
ceramics) and Katie Parker (’03 ceramics) are
all enrolled in the M.F.A. program at Ohio
State University.

Mark Dal Pra (’03 ceramics) is enrolled in 
the M.F.A. program at the University of
South Florida.

Claire Marie Burdulis (’03 fiber) had an 
exhibit entitled “Lace Translations” at the
Marwen Alumni Gallery in Chicago, 
Feb. 20-March 25. Claire currently works at
Marwen, a nonprofit arts organization that
has been offering Chicago’s underserved
youth (grades 6-12) art classes free of charge
since 1987. She recently taught a workshop at
Roosevelt University.

Becky Buznedo (’03 sculpture) was featured in
The Kansas City Star on April 1 for her work
on the Unicorn Theatre’s production of
Edward Albee’s “The Goat.” Becky made 140
pieces of pottery specifically designed to be
smashed during the play. In order to create
props that looked and broke like real ceram-
ics, she used waste wax from a candle store.

William Jones



Seattle
On Feb. 18, 12 alumni gathered with Derek
Lawther, vice president for academic affairs,
Gary Sutton, dean of faculty, and faculty
members Rebecca Dolan of photography/new
media and DeAnna Skedel of foundation.
The reception was held at the Sheraton
Seattle Hotel & Towers. Gary Sutton reported
that he had a lively conversation with Paul
Stromdahl (’76 design).

New York
On March 5, President Kathleen Collins,
Milton Katz, liberal arts professor, and Susan
Klein, assistant to the president, greeted nearly
40 alumni and friends at the AICAD/New

York Studio Program on Greenwich Street.
Several former students of Dale Eldred
attended. harriet regina marion (’74 painting)
told us that Professor Ron Slowinski gave her
away at her wedding to John Bennett (’74
sculpture.) Maureen Nollette (’91 painting) 
and Matthew Patulski (’91 sculpture) have a
two-year-old son, Oscar, and run a furniture

design studio in Brooklyn. Eric (’92 painting)
and Janel Swangstu (’90 sculpture) have a baby
boy named Hugo. Kimberly (Kersey) Asbury
(’96 painting) received a master’s degree in
liberal arts at St. John’s and is a world traveler.
Former KCAI roommates Mathew Park (’79
sculpture) and Terry Maxedon (’79 sculpture)
arrived together. Melissa Watson (’92 painting)
is working for Scholastics and doing glass-
work out of her studio in Brooklyn. We
looked at photos of Hugh McMahon’s (’76
design) fantastic carved pumpkins. But the
award for the most interesting alumni project
must go to Laura (Zlatoff ) Bergeron-Mirsky
(’91 painting), who owns a business called

“Diva Dots” which are “nipple guards” or
“pasties” (think Janet Jackson at the Super
Bowl). She tells us that business is thriving.
After the reception, Milton went to dinner
with 17 alumni and had a wonderful time. 

St. Louis
On March 12, Wally (’73 sculpture) and
Marty Hauck hosted an alumni reception in
their studio, Zymo Sculpture, in St. Louis.
The Haucks were joined by Gail Porter, director
of career services, Pam Sibert, executive 
director of development, and Larry Stone,
vice president for enrollment management, in

welcoming more than 20 alumni and friends.
A number of St. Louis area high school 
students also attended the reception to learn
more about the Art Institute, and many 

alumni generously offered stories about their
KCAI experiences with the prospective students.
Pam Sibert had a nice chat with Jeff and
Michelle Pike (see class notes 1970s). The
Haucks were presented with a beautiful bowl
made by KCAI ceramics alumna Debbie Wald
in appreciation of their exceptional hospitality. 

Indianapolis
On March 18, more than 50 alumni and
friends gathered at an alumni reception held
in conjunction with the NCECA conference.
They were hosted by Cary Esser, chair of
ceramics, Pam Sibert, executive director of
development, Darcy Deal, co-director of
admissions, and Mo Dickens, Jannes Library

assistant. Mo reported that everybody 
had a great time catching up with old 
friends. A copy of Jim Leedy’s “Artist Across
Boundaries” was awarded as a door prize to
Meredith Host (’01 ceramics)

Chicago
On April 2, Jack Perno (’01 photo) hosted an
alumni reception in his studio just west of

downtown Chicago. Jack’s studio is approxi-
mately 8,000 square feet spread over two floors,
including a magnificent gallery with a 16-foot
by 17-foot vaulted skylight. He specializes in
the technique of Polaroid emulsion lift and has
been prominently featured in photography
magazines and in the book “Fine Art
Photography: Creating Beautiful Images for
Sale and Display” by Terry Hope (2003).
Suzanne Nelson, director of alumni relations,
and George Timock, ceramics professor, joined
Jack in welcoming more than 15 alumni and
friends to the reception. Karen Gaebe (’83
design), who is art director for the catalog and
Internet site at Crate & Barrel, came with
friends Richard Hull (’77 painting) and Donna
Tadelman (’74 painting). Holly Wilson (’92
ceramics), who came with her husband, Tom, is 

creative manager/art director at the corporate
office of Koenig & Strey GMAC and has her
own free-lance design business, The Naked
Line Studio. Jeff Burk (’79 photo) looked at
some of Jack’s photos and realized he had 
developed them at the custom photo lab where
he used to work. The party really got going
when we convinced Dave Loew (’73 painting)
to demonstrate a jump rope that he designed
called the Swingmaster. 
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L to R: Mathew Park (’79 sculpture), Lisa Quinn’s
friend, Terry Maxedon (’79 sculpture), Sarah Bentley
(’81 sculpture), Lisa Quinn (’80 sculpture), Josie
Warchak (’79 painting), Kathy Inukai (’80 sculpture)
and Ming Fay (’67 sculpture).
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Matt McInerney (’00 design) and fiancé Marie Bannerot
(’02 fiber)

Ceramics alumni: L to R: Mark DalPra (’03), Ryan Kelly
(’02), Andy Byers (’03), Katie Parker (’03), Meredith
Host (’01), Michelle Tobia (’02). Behind: David Peters.

L to R: Claire Burdulis (’03 fiber) and guest, Richard Hull
(’77 painting) and wife Donna Tadelman (’74 painting),
Julie Justison (’97 design)



Kansas City, Mo.
Leedy-Voulkus Arts Center
May 6-June 25
Project InSECT exhibition by
James Reitinger and Jessa Huebing-
Reitinger (’93 painting)

Manhattan, Kan.
The Marianna Kistler Beach
Museum of Art
Aug. 3-Oct. 10
“Wilbur Niewald (’53 painting): 
A Retrospective, 1951-2004”

Kansas City, Mo.
Kansas City Art Institute

Sept. 3-4
Design Class of 1984 Reunion
For information, contact 
Hugh DeWitte (’84 design): 
214-454-3374

Atlanta
Signature Shop & Gallery
Sept. 10-Oct. 9
Laura Foster Nicholson (’76 fiber) and
Lynn Smiser Bowers (’75 ceramics)

Lawrenceville, N.J.
Rider University Art Gallery
Nov. 4-Dec. 12
“Wilbur Niewald (’53 painting): 
A Retrospective, 1951-2004”

Santa Fe, N.M.
Patina Gallery
Opening Dec. 4
Laura Foster Nicholson (’76 fiber)
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Rob Roy Kelly, 78, professor
emeritus of graphic design at
Arizona State University and
former head of the design
program at the Kansas City
Art Institute, passed away
from cardio-pulmonary 
failure on Jan. 23, at his
home in Tempe, Ariz. He had a long and distin-
guished career as a graphic design educator and
was instrumental in establishing professional
graphic design programs at the Minneapolis
Institute of Art, Carnegie-Mellon University in
Pittsburgh and Arizona State University as well
as KCAI.

He devoted 13 years to the collection of American
wood type and wrote the definitive text on the
subject, “American Wood Types: 1828-1900,”
published in 1969. He collected American 
cast-iron trivets and stands, collaborating with the
Shelburne Museum and fellow collector James
Ellwood to publish a 1990 comprehensive book.
He collected and documented more than 1,500
kitchen tinware, cast-iron, ceramic, glass, wood
and wire vessels and tools manufactured between
1870 and 1930. These artifacts were donated as a
study collection to The Arizona Historical Society
Museum in Tempe. Memorial contributions to
support cataloging, photographing and completing
an educational Web site of The Kelly Kitchenware
Collection may be sent to the Arizona Historical
Society Museum, note: Kelly Kitchenware
Collection, 1300 N. College Ave., Tempe, AZ
85281. Professor Kelly also donated his wood type
for a study resource at the University of Texas.

In 2001, a Web site entitled “Everything is a work
in progress” was developed to present Professor

Kelly’s collected writings on graphic design educa-
tion. This project was done by graduate students in
conjunction with the donation of Kelly’s papers to
the Rochester Institute of Technology, where the
publication of a book is in progress. Contributions
are being accepted for organization of these archival
materials, refinement of the Web site and prepara-
tion of the book manuscript, and may be sent to
The Rob Roy Kelly Legacy Fund, Development
Office, Rochester Institute of Technology, 116
Lomb Memorial Drive, Rochester, NY 14623.

According to his widow, the achievements of
which Professor Kelly was most proud were 
those of his former students and colleagues
whom he mentored. 

W. Wayne DuQuoin (’53 ceramics and design)
passed away May 18, 2003, in Lawrence, Kan.
Wayne was born in 1913 in Greenview, Ill., and
grew up in Cheyenne, Wyo. Influenced by several
artists in his family, including his father, who
exhibited drawings at the 1904 St. Louis World’s
Fair, Wayne enrolled at KCAI, where he earned
his B.F.A. degree. He went on to receive an
M.F.A. degree in design from the University of
Kansas in 1969. While at KCAI, Wayne met his
future wife, Eleanor Powlesson (’53, sculpture.)
Wayne taught at KCAI, serving as chair of the
advertising design, commercial design and graphic
design departments. He exhibited his work at the
Denver Art Museum, the City Art Museum in
St. Louis, the Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art, the
Joslyn Art Museum in Omaha and the Walker
Art Center in Minneapolis. The DuQuoins 
eventually moved to Lawrence, where Eleanor
taught ceramics, color theory and drawing from
1969 to 1986 at KU, retiring as associate professor
of design. She was inducted into the KU

Women’s Hall of Fame in
1976 as Outstanding
Woman Teacher. She died
Feb. 25, 1992. Wayne taught
classes at KU and also
became involved and 
participated in Arts Center
programs and offerings.
Described as personally 
frugal and with no children of his own, he was 
dedicated to helping young people get a start in the
arts; become attracted to the arts and to learn, grow
and gain inspiration through the arts. In January
2004, KCAI received a bequest of more than
$226,000 from Wayne’s estate, and he left nearly
$80,000 to the Lawrence Arts Center in Lawrence. 

Lennon R. Bandel, a 1936 graduate and former
painting instructor at KCAI, passed away March
10 at the age of 97. Lennon taught painting at
the Jewish Community Center and at his
Overland Park studio. He studied with Thomas
Hart Benton and worked in pastels, oils and
watercolors until the age of 94. A portrait he
painted of Benton is on display at the Thomas
Hart Benton Home in Kansas City. 

Lennon began his career by designing greeting cards
at Hall Brothers, now Hallmark Cards; Stanley
Manufacturing Company/Greeting Cards; and
American Greetings. He also painted portraits of
prominent Kansas City personalities, some of
which are on display at the library of the
Community of Christ temple in Independence,
Mo. Other works by Lennon can be found in
museum collections in Germany and New Mexico.
He was a member of the Greater Kansas City Area
Art Club and the Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art.
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