KANSAS CITY ART INSTITUTE

A four-year college of art and design

Fall Schedule 2008: Ceramics

The ceramics program provides an in-depth technicd, visud, criticd, and conceptud foundaion for
the education of atigts by using historic and contemporary aspects of ceramic art. Explorations of
the vessd, thefigure, sculpture, architecturd gpplications of the materid, and new forms such as
ingdlation provide abroad and thorough basis for the sudy of ceramic art and technology. The
curriculum begins with technicaly chdlenging and directed studiesin the sophomore year. Once
exposed to abroad pdette of information, sudents are supported as they become increasingly sdif-
directed through the junior and senior years. The coursework in each year provides the opportunity
for sudentsto exercise verbd articulation and criticd thinking through discussion with faculty,
group critiques with peers, and through written assgnments. Sudents sharpen their cgpabilitiesto
criticaly andyze creative choices and ask their own questions. The peer group is an invaduable
resource for sudents, not only for information and idea exchange while they are undergraduates, but
adso as aprofessond network in the field after they graduate. The coursawork encourages discovery
through the process of making and the pursuit of individua research. Exposure to worksin gdleries
and museums and direct contact with vigting artists are essentid in helping to inform asense of
historicd perspective, a sense of the contemporary, and knowledge of the working life of artists.
Thereisagrong stressin the curriculum on developing professond prectice so that students will
graduate with skillsto present their work and to enter acareer in thearts. The faculty worksto
create astrong sense of community, affirming the learning that occurs outside formd class sructure.
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Ceramics major required classes



Sophomore Program
CERM 200-01 Figure & Structure in Clay 6.0 credit hours

The fdl semester emphasizes figurative sculpture with afocus on the saf-portrat. Constructing
methodsof coil, dab, carving, and mold making are introduced; form and the expressve potentid
of the figure are the primary consderations. Sudentslearn to mix avariety of sculpture clay bodies
to usein therr work. Basic ceramic dips and stains and terradgillatas are formulated and gpplied as
surface tretments. Sudents explore amospheric firing technologies such as sdt and saggar firing.
A modsd isincorporaed into the classto provide subject matter for constructing and drawing the
figure. Group discussons, individud critiques, and journding augment the sudio experienceto
develop communication skills for andysis and criticd thought.

Timock B MW 8:00 am -2:20 pm

CERM 205-01 Materials & Processes | 3.0 credit hours
This course will focus on individud clays, other clay body components, and the various properties
of claystha determine color, firing temperature, plagticity, and glaze compatibility. Utilization of this
information will dlow students to more effectively utilize and formulate clay bodies, dips, and terra
dgillatas. Sudentslearn safety information regarding studio practice, knowledge of materid toxicity,
and the sefe the use of equipment and materids. Laboratory and firing theory and procedure are dso
covered.

Binger B TR 8:00 am £10:50 am

CERM 220 Innovation in the Multiple 6.0 credit hours

In the spring semester of the sophomore year gudents are introduced to two important modes of
vesse production - the potters whed and the plaster mold making/slip casting process asit pertans
to the vessdl as afocus. The combination of both processes will lead to the production of multiple
works so that studentsOnnovations are redized in atechnicaly proficient and persona way.

Sudentslearn the principles and subtleties that congtitute good form. Porcelan clay and casting dip
DBtechnicaly compatible materids - are used. Emphasis will be placed on developing an
undergtanding of the relaionship of form and surface as sudents explore avariety of finishing
techniques. High temperature glazes and firing in reduction, oxidaion, and amospheric kilns are
explored, as well as post firing techniques that include chinapaints, decds and lusters. Sudents aso
learn resst methods scraffito, mishima, glaze traling, and sandblasting.

Sudents are encouraged to take risks through artistic experimentation as well asto exhibit astrong
work ethic while developing and refining technicd sills. Individud and group critiques are
conducted throughout the semeger, aswell as mid-term and find reviews with each sudent and the
faculty. Sudents sudy historicd and philosophicd foundaions of vesselsthrough dide
presentations, group discusson and assgnments.

Timock/A ssad B MW 8:00 am -2:20 pm



Junior Program

CERM 300-01 Junior I: Source and Form 5.0 credit hours

Fal semester junior course work buildsupon the knowledge base gained in previous studies.
Sudents expand technica skills while increasing focus on specidized, persond, and cregtive
investigations of the materid. Experimentation and risk taking in technique, vision, and concept are
key notions. Research and collecting source materid in areas of persond interest are emphasized,;
historic and contemporary examples will be gathered and studied. Through this investigation
sudents achieve agreaster underganding of context for their work. Participation and growth in
critica thinking and articulation is expected of each student.

Sudents salect aconcentration in the vessal or sculpture. In the vessdl curriculum students learn to
throw and hand construct advanced compound forms. Sudents acquire more complex knowledge
of glaze, surface embélishment, and subject matter for decoration. Mid- and high-temperature
oxidation, reduction, and amospheric surfaces and firings are conducted. |1ssues of utility, design
and craft are examined. There is an emphasis on enhancing skills to andyze the dealls of utilitarian
and one of-a-kind vessdl forms.

Juniors choosing the sculpture concentration explore the use of the medium in architecture - tile,
relief, terracotta and sculpture. Thereis an in depth experience with low-fire clay and glazes.
Sudentsidentify and develop apersond goproach to imagery, form, and the surface consderaions
of panting, relief, patern, color, texture, and composition by designing, producing, and instdling
architecturd ceramics.
Esser and Assad B W 8:00 am -2:20 pm
F 8:00am -1:20 pm

CEPP 380-40 Professional Practice 1.0 credit hour

The course is designed to help students recognize the possibilities and growth of an individud point
of view in art making and its presentaion. Sudentswill develop and srengthen sillsto articulate -
through discusson, writing, and research - messages and meanings of at in generd and ceramic at
in specific. The course will examine ceramic art in relation to historica and contemporary forms,
persond creetions, and the potentid for new creations. It will advance research and writing skillsin
aress of studentsCpersond interests and professiona pursuits, helping students articulate aspects of
their work when seeking career opportunities. The classis supported with lecturesby areaarts
professonds, administered by KCAI Career Sarvices, on topica issues related to the course content.

Esser EA R 5:45 pm -6:45 pm
B F 1:30 pm-2:20 pm
CERM 320-01 Junior Il: Process & Practice 5.0 credit hours

Soring semester junior course work builds upon the knowledge base gained in previous studies.
Juniors continue to develop an in-degoth and focused investigation in ceramic art, identifying and
using subject matter and forms of persond interest. Learning to develop idess, and to process and
pursue them toward individud technicd, visua, and conceptud growth, isthe chdlenge of the
semester.

In the vessdl curriculum, an overarching conceptua theme unifies the group experience while
sudents choose their own idess and subjects. Historic example in ceramic art is used as apoint of



departure. Sudents continue to expand and refine technicad skills pertaining to their chosen forms
and contexts.

In ceramic sculpture, students extend their facility with the medium so it can be used for
individualized purpose. Sudents shift their focus to adopt ceramic methodsand materids
gopropriate to thar idess. Projects are designed to further studentsCronceptua development and
contextua understanding.

All junior students are expected to demondrate srong saf-motivation and a passonate pursuit for
investigating persond artigtic directions throughout the semester, and to maintain openness and a
willingness to take risks. Critica sKkills progress, and students explore new presentation methodsfor
their works in the mid-term critique, find critique, and end-of-semegter exhibition.

Esser and Assad B W 8:00 am -1:20 pm
F 8:00am -2:20 pm

CEPP 385-40 Professional Practice 1.0 credit hour
Sudentswrite artist satements, resumes, and cregte ablog, learning to articulate and present their
work and therr idessto others. Verba and visud articulation skills are emphasized. Each sudent
prepares and presents alecture to the class, discussing specific sources related to their work. The
classis supported with lectures by area arts professonds, administered by KCAI Career Services, on
topicd issues relaed to the course content.

Esser EA R 5:45 pm -6:45 pm
B F 1:30 pm -2:20 pm

Junior transfer students:
Junior levd trander sudents may register for this course in order to have an introduction to the
ceramics dgoartment sophomore course content. The student will retain junior gatus while
registered in the sophomore level class. The course emphasizes figurative sculpture with afocus on
the sdlf-portrat. Constructing methods of coil, dab, carving, and mold making are introduced; form
and the expressive potentid of the figure are the primary consdeaions. Sudents learn to mix a
variety of sculpture clay bodiesto use in their work. Basic ceramic dips and stains and terrasgillatas
are formulated and gpplied as surface treetments. Sudents will explore amospheric firing
technologies such as sodaand saggar firing. A modd isincorporaed into the class to provide
subject matter for both congtructing and drawing the figure. Group discussions, individua critiques,
and journding augment the studio experience to develop communication skills for anaysis and
critica thought.

Timock B M 8:00 am -2:20 pm

W 8:00 am -2:20 pm

Senior Program

CERM 400-01 Senior Studio Thesis 5.0 credit hours

Senior sudentsddine and implement athesis - an goproach to form, content, and technique -
exploring visud and conceptud issuesthat are individudized and persond. Sustaining an ideawithin
the context of risk-taking and experimentation is the chalenge of the semester. Sudents work with
theingructor to develop astructure for learning through studio practice, writings, and discussion.



ills are advanced for examining artworks through group and individua critiques with classmates
and faculty. Sudentsinvestigate presentation and ingtdlation solutions for their works in concert
with the spaces and venues planned for end-of-semester exhibitions. Individua research and the
investigation of higtoric ceramic and contemporary at practice are conducted by each student.

Esser and Assad B W 8:00 am -2:20 pm
F 8:00 am -1:20 pm

CEPP 480-40 Professional Practice 1.0 credit hour
This course prepares seniorsfor presenting their work in avariety of venues and covers abroad
range of topics regarding the professiond artist®understanding and navigation of art worlds
Sudents create and submit a professond presentation packege: an atist satement, aresume, a
cover letter, and awebste. The course includes information about and research on postgraduate
opportunities. The course is supported with lectures by area arts professonds, administered by
KCAI Caeer Sarvices, on topica issues related to the course content.

Assad B R 5:45 pm -6:45 pm

F 1:30 pm -2:20 pm

Ceramics electives
CERME 360-01 Fundamentals of Ceramic Art 3.0 credit hours
Fundamentds of Ceramic Art will give ssudents the basic skills necessary to produce, glaze, and fire
ceramic forms. Sudentswill be introduced viainstructor demonstrations and presentationsto a
variety of skillsincluding clay and glaze preparaion, whed-throwing and handbuilding, glazing
options, and firing processes. Sudents will be encouraged to create individua and origind idessin
ceramic media, and to develop a persond methodology and artistic direction which may
complement the work in their mgor. Sudents have frequent individud critiques with the instructor.
Forma group peer reviews are conducted two or three times during the ssmester.

Saf B TR 8:00am B 10:50am

CERME 345-01 Ceramic Skin: The Human Form in Clay
Sudentsin this course will sculpt forms and fragments of the human body;, learning building
methodsfor clay structures, mold making, and finishing techniques for the ceramic surface. The
class will use collections on display in the Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art to examine dimensiond
representations of humansin the history of art, mining information for individuaized gpproachesto
theidea of theform. Issues of the bodyin contemporary art will be sudied through examples a
locd gdleries and/or through library and Internet research. The courseis open to studentsof dl
knowledce levels in ceramics - beginning to advanced.

Sff B TR 11:30am B2:20pm

CERME 364-80 Fundamentals of Glass: Kiln Forming 3.0 credit hours
Thisintroductive and investigative glass class will explore two digtinctive methodsof forming: flat
dass drawing and reverserelief cagtings. Thefla glass forma encourages the sudent to explore
with "drawing" materids of colored powde's, fluxing, frits, stringers and sheet glass. Thereverse
casting is more complex, as abasic knowledge of sculpting, mold-making and strong technicd skills
isrecommended. In both investigative components, each student will be encouraged to develop a
technicd undestanding of materid, equipment and firing cycles as well as to demonstrate astrong



work ethic and a passonate pursuit for investigating persond artistic srengths and gods throughout
the semester.
Wendt B MW 6:00 pm B8:50 pm

CERME 384-80 Advanced Glass: Kiln Forming 3.0 credit hours
This courseis open to sudents who have completed the Fundamentds of Glass: Kiln Forming
elective. It isan advanced class for sudentswho wish to continue their work in this technique and

who wish to conduct an intensive persond investigation in the medium. To enroll in thiscourse
sudentsmust seek permisson fromtheingtructor and writeaproposa for their ssmester@work in
advanced gassmethods

Wendt B MW 6:00pm B 8:50pm



