KANSAS CITY ART INSTITUTE

A four-year college of art and design

Spring Schedule 2008: Ceramics

The ceramics program provides an in-depth technicd, visud, criticd, and conceptud bassin
ceramics for the undergraduate education of artists using historic and contemporary aspects of
ceramic artN the vessd, the figure, sculpture, architectura gpplications of the materid, and new
forms such asinstdlationN to provide abroad and thorough basis for the study of ceramic art and
technology. Invention, imaginaion, experimentation, and risk-taking are valued gpproachesto art-
making for developing artists. The curriculum begins with technicaly chalenging and directed
gudiesin the sophomore year. Once exposed to abroad paette of information, sudents are
supported asthey become increasingly self-directed through the junior and senior years. The
coursework in each year provides the opportunity for sudentsto exercise verbd articulation and
refine their knowledge of critica thinking through discussion with faculty, group critiques with
peers, and written assgnments. When asked questions by peers and faculty, sudents sharpen their
capabilitiesto criticaly anadyze creative choices and ask their own questions. The coursework
encourages discovery through the process of making and in the pursuit of individud research into
aress of persond interest in the arts and other aspects of the world. Exposure to works in gdleries
and museums and direct contact with vigting artists are essentid in helping to inform asense of
historicd perspective, a sense of the contemporary, and aknowledge of the working life of artists.
Thereis agrong emphasisin the curriculum on developing professiond practice so that sudents
will graduate with skillsto present their work and to enter acareer in the arts. The faculty works to
create astrong sense of community, affirming the learning that occurs outside formd class structure.
The peer group is an invauable resource for sudents, not only for information and idea exchange
while they are undergraduates, but dso as aprofessond network in thefield after they graducte.

Ceramics Curriculum

Sophomore Year Fal rin
Sophomore Ceramics 6 6
Materids and Processss | 3 0
Materids and Processes || 0 3
Sudio Elective 0 3
Liberd Arts 6 6

15 18
Junior Year Fal rin
Junior Ceramics 5 5
Sudio Elective 6 6
Professond Practice 1 1
Liberd Arts 6 6

18 18



Senior Year

Senior Sudio

Sudio Elective
Professond Practice
Open Elective
Liberd Arts
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SOPHOMORE PROGRAM

CERM 200-01 Figure & Structure in Clay 6.0 credit hours
The semester emphasizes figurative sculpture with afocus on the sdlf-portrait. Congtructing
methodsof coil, dab, carving, and spraying materid over an amature are introduced; form and the
expressve potentid of the figure are the primary consdeaions. Sudentslearn to mix avariety of
sculpture clay bodies based on earthenware, soneware, and porcelan, to use in their work with the
figure. Ceramic dips, ans and terrasgillaas are formulated and goplied as surface treatments.
Sudents will explore amospheric firing technologies such as reduction, sdt, and saggar firing. A
modd will be incorporated into the class to provide subject matter for both congructing and
drawing the figure. The course provides avenue for developing communication skills for anayss
and critique, journding and group discussion, group discussions of criticd issues, dideand video
presentations, and field trips to augment the studio experience.

Timock B MW 8.00 an-2:20 pm

CERM 220-01 Innovation in the Multiple: Mold Making and the Wheel 6.0 credit hours
Sophomore students focus on apersond investigation of the pottery/v essel and the sculpturd
object through an introduction to two important modes of pottery production - the potter@whed
and the plaster mold-making/s lip-casting process. The course work is divided equally between these
two arees.

The introduction to the whedl component teaches basic throwing skills for making pottery forms
derived from the cylinder. Ceramic dips and glazes will be formulated, mixed, and gpplied in a
variety of waysto discover the possbilities of surface treetment and development. Sudents will
learn to fire their work in reduction and oxidaion amosphere kilns. In conjunction with critica
andyss, dide presentations, and discussion of both historica and contemporary ceramic vessels,
sudents are encouraged to develop apersond agpproach to the whed-thrown form.

The plaster mold-making/s lip-casting course teaches the technica mastery of a complex production
process. A variety of sculpturd and vessel forms will be explored viathe casting process. The
possbilities of dtering and combining multiple forms from molds provide sudents with forma and
creative options for the development of an individua, contemporary goproach. Thewiderange of
surface treatments explored will include china pant, luster, decds, commercidly prepared glazes,
sandblagting, electric and amospheric firing.

Timock/A ssad B MW 8:00 an-2:20 pm

CERM 225-01 Materials & Processes I 3.0 credit hours
PREREQUISITE: Materials and Processes |

Required: Hamer  The Potter’s Dictionary of Materials and Techniques

Optional: Cushing Val Cushing's Handbook

The Materids and Process || course offers sudents acomprehensive undastanding of ceramic glaze
materiads and processes. Through lectures, exams, and laboraory projects sudentslearn essentid
dlaze characterigtics, the chemicd elements, raw materias, and their individual glaze properties.
Advanced testing procedures for adjusting glaze characterigtics, the toxicity of glaze materids, and
the effects of kiln firing on various glazes are dso addressed. The information is presented to




complement the sophomore studio course work in the spring semester, enabling the sudentsto
more completely and accuraely achieve their atistic visons,
Binger B TR 8:00 am-10:50 am

JUNIOR PROGRAM

CERM 30001 Focus: Source and Form 5.0 credit hours
Junior course work buildsupon and expandsthe knowledge base of technologies and idess learned
and developed in the sophomore studies. Projects this semester give sudentsthe freedom to choose
from and develop avariety of clays, surface treetments, forming, and firing methodswithin projects
tha emphasize arange of technicd, visua, and conceptua gods. Course projects are designed to
guide students on this path and to extend their facility with the materids. I nvention, investigation,
and experimentation in technique, vision, and concept are key notions. Sudents will identify and
develop individud topics and subject matters for the course projects. Researching and collecting
source materid in aress of persond interest will be emphasized. Historic and contemporary
examples will be researched and sudied. Participation and growth in criticd thinking and articulation
are honed through group critiques and mentoring with peers and faculty.

Assad/E sser B W 8:00 am-2:20 pm

F 8:00 an-1:20 pm

CERM 32001 Personalized Process & Pracfice 5.0 credit hours
Sudentswork in afocused areaof concentration in ceramic technology and art. Projectsare
developed by the sudent through discussion and guidance with the ingructor. Sudents select an
investigation of pottery/v essel form through advanced work on the whedl, casting and dtering
processes, or an extended concentration in producing ceramic sculpture and/or tile, with ceramics
methodsof choice. Optionsin the various techniques and media of ceramics materids are anadyzed
for gopropriae use in relaion to each sudent'sidess. Individud research skillsinto areas of
persond, artigtic, and environmentd interests are emphasized.

Assad/E sser B W 8:00 am-2:20 pm

F 8:00 an-1:20 pm

CEPP 385-40 Professional Practice 1.0 credit hour

The course emphasizes criticd thinking and anaysis of artistic issues through group discussion,
research, and readings, with theintent that gudentswill be prepared to present their works and idess
in professond contexts. Each sudent prepares and presents adide lecture discussing current
research and showing notable reference materids. Sudents write artist satements and present their
images and texts on individudly developed web blogs.

Assad B W 1:30 pm-2:20 pm
EA R 5:45 pm-6:45 pm
CERM 33001 Ceramics; Junior Transfer 5.0 credit hours

A coursefor junior transfer sudents who wish to work with the materids, technologies, and course
content offered in the sophomore curriculum. See ébove, CERM 220-01, I nnovation in the
Multiple: Mold Making and the Whed, for the course explanation.

Assad/T imock B MW 8:00 pm-2:20 pm




SENIOR PROGRAM

CERM 40001 Senior I: Thesis 5.0 credit hours
Senior students work with the ceramics faculty to deine and implement an individud studio
goproach to form, content, and technique. The course work will build upon and expand the
knowledge base of technologies, strategies and ideas developed in junior sudies. Sudentsdevelop a
thess, theme, or conceptud framework; it is expected tha an understanding of individua process of
ideadevelopment and making will degpen. Researching and collecting information in areas of
persond interest for projects will be emphasized. I nvention, investigation, and experimentation in
technique, vison, and concept are dl key notions. Sudents will research and study historic and
contemporary works as an integrd part of artistic inquiry. Individud critiques with the instructor and
group critiques with peers are conducted as an integrd part of the course work. Participation and
growth in criticd thinking and articulation are expected of each student.

Assad/E sser B WEF 8:00 am-2:20 pm

CERM 420-01 Senior Studio :Presentation & Exhibition 6.0 credit hours

Seniors establish adirection and intent for afind undergraduate body of work tha will be exhibited
a the end of the semegter in dgoartmentd, college, and optiond off-campus venues. Each senior
must be motivated, focused, and determined to explore visud and conceptud issuesthat are
individualized and persond. Sustaining an idea, while continudly chdlenging the artigtic, visud, and
technica processes, is the chalenge for sudentsin this course. Individud research and the
investigation of higtoric ceramic and / or contemporary art practice is expected of each sudent.
Each student presents adidelecture to the department detalling ther artistic research and studio

development. Individud and group critiques are conducted throughout the semester.
Assad/Esser SCB WEF 8:00 am-2:20 pm

CERAMICS INTERNSHIP: requires junior or senior level and 3.0 GPA.

INTC 300-01 Ceramics Internship 3.0 credit hours
Arranged

CERAMICS ELECTIVES

CERME 360-01 Fundamentals of Ceramic Art 3.0 credit hours

This class will give sudents the basic skills necessary to create and fire ceramic forms. Sudents will
learn avariety of skillsincluding clay and glaze preparation, whed throwing, and hand-building,
adong with high-fire, low-fire, and raku firing processes. Sudents will be encouraged to develop
individua and origind ideas in ceramic media. Open to beginning and advanced students.

Timock B TR 8:00 am-10:50 am

CERME 364-01  Fundamentals of Glass: Kiln Forming 3.0 credit hours
Thisintroductive and investigative glass class will explore two digtinctive methodsof forming: flat
gass drawing and reverserelief castings. The fla glass format encourages the sudent to explore




with "drawing" materids of colored powde's, fluxing, frits, stringers and sheet glass. Thereverse
cagting is more complex, as abasic knowledge of sculpting, mold-making and strong technicd skills
is recommended. | n both investigetive components, each sudent will be encouraged to develop a
technicd undestanding of materid, equipment and firing cycles as well asto demonstrate astrong
work ethic and a passonate pursuit for investigating persond artistic strengths and gods thoughout
the semester

Timock B TR 11:30 am-2:20 pm

CERME 384-01 Advanced Glass: Kiln Forming 3.0 credit hours
This courseis open only to sudents who have completed the Fundamentds of GlassKiln Forming
elective. It isan advanced class for sudents who wish to continue their work in this technique and
who wish to conduct an intensive persond investigation in the medium

Timock B TR 11:30 am-2:20 pm

CERME 350-01 Formed Surface: Mold and Monoprint 3.0 credit hours

Ceramic form and surface will be investigated through the processes of casting and moldmaking,

printing and dternative surfaces. Forms will be generated by making and casting single and mutiple

piece moldsand building with ceramic monoprint dabs. SQurfaces will be explored through various

ceramic printing techniques and dternative non-ceramic finishes that incorporate additiond media
Swvanson B MW 7:00pmEB:50pm

CERME 424-01 Intensive Glass: Kiln Forming 3.0 credit hours
This courseis open only to sudents who have completed the Fundamentds of Glass: Kiln Forming
elective and one Advanced Kiln Formed Glass elective. It is an advanced class for sudents who
wish to continue to chalenge their work in this materid and technique and who wish to conduct an
intensive persond investigation in the medium. In advance of regigtration, interested sudents must
submit aproposd for their course godsto the ingtructor, who will give permission for the ssudent
to regder.

Timock B TR 11:30 am-2:20 pm



